Create Your Own Website

Due before class on 9/29
The goal of this assignment is to learn the skills necessary to create a simple website. Websites are useful communication tools for game designers and they provide an powerful platform to share your work with others.

Hampshire offers free website hosting for all students, though there are many other entities that also offer free hosting. You are welcome to create the website wherever you would like.
Skills

· Writing HTML, the language underlying websites

· Transferring files to the host server (FTP)
Final
Create a simple website from scratch and e-mail Ira the link to it. Though there are many programs that can create websites for you, it’s important to understand the basics first. Therefore, ensure that you understand what every line of your HTML file means.

Resources

There are many ways to learn HTML, but this tutorial seems useful:

http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp
Go as far as you can, and at least get through the text formatting lesson.

On the next page, I’ve included a step-by-step walkthrough for anyone who needs it. It’s fine to use the walkthrough, as long as you understand what’s going on. If you get lost or confused, please contact Ira or the TAs. We will be building on this knowledge over the next several weeks, so it’s important that everyone has a solid foundation.

Bonus
If you are already familiar with HTML, then do any/all of these extras:

· Use a <form> element to do something interesting.

· Use PHP (various tutorials are available, including a link from the class page)

· Use CSS
· Add images and generally make the page pretty and/or interesting.

· Pair up with someone else in the class who doesn’t know HTML and help them
Original assignment designed by Professor Ira Fay.
Creating Your Own Website:

A Walkthrough

These step-by-step instructions will help you create your first website. Ensure that you understand what’s happening in each step before continuing. If you have questions, please ask Ira or the TAs.

1) Websites are written in a language called HTML. Learn a bit about HTML here:

http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp
Go as far as you can, and at least get through the text formatting lesson.

2) Now that you know a little about HTML, let’s create the actual file. Open a text editor like NotePad (for windows) or TextEdit (for Mac). Put some HTML in it, like what’s listed in the “Small HTML document” example here:
http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp
Save the file. Let’s call it first_webpage.html. Leave the text editor open for now.
3) Go to the folder on your computer where you saved first_webpage.html. If you double-click the file, it will likely open in a web browser. Double check that it looks the way you expected. Leave the web browser open.

4) Go back to the text editor window, make a change to the file, like adding another paragraph. Save it. Then go back to the web browser and reload the file. Ensure that you see the change you just made.

5) Once you’re happy with the page, you’ll need to upload it to Hampshire’s server. To upload it, you’ll need a program to transfer the file. For Macs, try Fugu. For PC, try WinSCP. If you’re running an OS other than Mac or Windows, you probably don’t need this tutorial. :) If you’re on campus, you can get those programs here:

Fugu: http://software.hampshire.edu/mac/Fugu/
WinSCP: http://software.hampshire.edu/windows/winscp/
Though if you’re having trouble with those links, a google search for those programs will find plenty of free download sites. They are free programs. Try searching “Fugu SSH” or “winSCP.”

6) Once you have Fugu or WinSCP installed, run it. You need to connect to Hampshire’s server:

Server name: hampshire.edu

Login: Your usual hampshire login

Password: Your usual hampshire password

7) Once you’ve logged in, you’ll see a list of your computer’s files on the left, and the files on the Hampshire server on the right. There probably isn’t much on the server yet. The Hampshire system is setup to require a folder called “public_html” for anything you want to include in your website. So, create a folder in your hampshire account called “public_html” if you don’t see it already. WinSCP and Fugu should have ways to let you create a folder. Make sure you create it on the Hampshire computer, not your personal computer.

8) Once you see the public_html folder, double click it so you’re now in that folder. You can now click and drag your first_webpage.html into that folder. Done! Your website now exists.

9) To double check that your website really exists, go here:

http://hampshire.edu/~login

but instead of “login” use your Hampshire login. It should take you to a list of all the files in your public_html folder, and you should see first_webpage.html as a link. Click it. Notice that the new URL is:

http://hampshire.edu/~login/first_webpage.html

10) To confirm that you can make changes to your page, modify the file on your personal computer, save it, upload it again using Fugu/WinSCP, and then reload the browser window with the URL at hampshire.edu.

Note: You may notice that making changes is a bit of a hassle, since you have to make the change on your computer, save it, and upload it. It’s possible to edit the file directly on the Hampshire computer, but you’ll need to use a couple other programs to do that. If you’re interested in learning that, ask Ira.
